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the Secretaries of State, Grey Secretary of War, and Gren-
ville President of the Council.    To this arrangement Fox
agreed.    But the King was just as ready in 1804 as he had
been in 1775 to subordinate the safety of England to his
own masterful passions and resentments.    In the American
War he declared that no thought of the country would make
him accept Chatham as Minister.    In 1804 he would have
let Napoleon do his worst rather than make Fox a Secretary
of State.    The King knew very well how to play on Pitt's
personal vanity, and he combined flattery with menace, and
appealed to his compassion.    He agreed to accept Grenville
but stood out against Fox.    Fox urged Grenville and his
friends to take office under Pitt, absolving Grenville from all
personal  obligations, but Grenville  refused,  and  Pitt, his
strength already waning under his long years of office, had
to  scrape   together for as  grave a crisis  as  an   English
Minister ever had to face, a Ministry of Nobodies.    That
hour,  full  of dreadful  omens  for a man of Pitt's patriot-
ism, like that other hour when the use of the manoeuvre
that had killed other reforming Ministries broke up Pitt's
project of Catholic Emancipation, was a terrible retribution
for his conduct in 1783.    But it was not only Pitt, and not
only the England of Pitt's day that paid dearly for leaving the
supreme power of veto to a King who laid a heavy hand on
all  the  enthusiasms that rose above the surface of selfish
prejudice.   As we trace the history of that demon which has
pursued two nations, draining like some malignant vampire
the life-blood of Ireland, and the public honour of England
for a hundred years, It is impossible not to recollect with
some bitter impatience that hour in which the mistakes of a
set of politicians and the vanity of a young statesman com-
bined to give to a tyrannical and improvident Court the
final voice in the affairs of the nation.
On this view Fox and Burke were right and Pitt was
wrong in their estimates of the first public necessity of 1783.
But if Pitt mistook the end, or deliberately pursued the
wrong end, Fox mistook the means to the right end, with